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Happy new year to all our members
I want to wish everyone a very happy and prosperous new year. I’m looking forward to 2014 at the 
ADINJC and continuing to help all our members with a value for money membership. We hope to bring 
on board more sponsors and deals from our current sponsors that will help you throughout the year.  
We realise that it is still a difficult time for the industry and for ADIs running a small business: our aim is 
to help you as much as possible with our support, advice, information and training events. There will  
also be 3 council meetings for members to attend and of course our annual conference in October. 
Someone commented recently on the excellent value of last year’s conference as many delegates had 
paid just £20 and they asked how we could possibly afford to do that. Well, we are not a business or a 
profit making organisation and as last year was our special 40th year event we decided to sell many of 
the tickets at a very low cost as we didn’t need to make a profit. Tickets this year will still be great value 
for money and details will be available from next month. We already have some very special guest 
speakers ready to announce.

Dates for the diary
Annual national conference: Sunday October 12th

Council meetings: Saturday 1st March, Saturday 31st May, Saturday 6th December 

Training days for the Standards Check: Details are on page 8 of this newsletter

Our Standards Check Training Days
We decided to continue running our one day training days for ADIs 
due to the demand for more sessions after the successful ones we ran 
last year. This will be a new full day event in different locations around 
the country. We aim to help ADIs to understand what is required on 
their standards check and help them prepare for it with confidence. 
We are expecting ADIs who are newly qualified and want to learn how 
to approach their first standards check, as well as ADIs who want to 
update their skills and those who are feeling confused by the new 
standards check that takes over from the check test on April 8th. ADIs 
will begin to receive their letters of invitation from the DVSA from this 
month ready for the new standards check. This is a full day that runs 
from 9.30 until 4.30 and includes refreshments, 2 course lunches, free 
parking and an information pack. It’s an interactive day working with 
other ADIs and the trainers. I’m very much looking forward to being 
there as one of the trainers involved. Our advert is in this newsletter 
for dates and venues but more details are available under “training” on 
the website: www.adinjc.org.uk 

NASG!!
Not heard of this yet? It’s the new National Associations Steering Group that consists of the main national 
associations. It was formed in September 2013. The ADINJC have helped to set it up and have taken 
part in the meetings and conference calls held so far. Following on from the meeting in December ideas 
and issues concerning the Standards Check have been sent to the DVSA. We are concerned that the role 
play has been removed as an option before availability of an internet booking system for ADIs to book 
suitable times for themselves. We have also sent our views on the grading system and the option to have 
a pass/fail rather than 6 grades as we do currently. The DVSA are likely to decide on these ideas very soon.

It will be much more beneficial if the national associations can work together to help the industry and 
liaise with the DVSA. We do need your help to encourage more ADIs to join a national association so we 
can represent as many of you as possible. It still amazes me that so many ADIs belong to no national 
association at all. I joined one as soon as I became an ADI and have never regretted the small cost in 
exchange for the information and help they provided. A former chairperson once commented:

“It is far better to belong to an association for 100 years and not need it, than to need it for one minute and not 
belong to it” - Pat Murphy MBE

Time for renewals
Welcome to our new DIG members and DIG members who renewed their membership this month. 
This is also the month that our member groups need to renew their subscriptions. Many of you pay by 
standing order but we are currently sending out renewal letters and invoices and are optimistic that 
you will renew. Everyone on the governing committee gives up their time as a volunteer to help run 
the association. We are all working ADIs just like you and that’s what makes the ADINJC truly different 
from the other national associations. Your annual subscriptions will help us hold our meetings, purchase 
items we need for our events, pay honoraria for our liaison officer, treasurer and secretary, and help with 
travelling expenses when we visit groups and members. That’s just a few ways we use the money, there 
are many more and the full accounts were shown and agreed at the last AGM. We are in a very sound 
financial position but without your support we couldn’t function in the same way, so we do depend on 
your continued support.

Happy 2014, I hope it’s healthy and prosperous for all our members. I look forward to meeting more of 
you during the year.

Best wishes
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From the Chair….. a monthly report

Lynne Barrie - MA Driver Training

Ideas4ADIs  Something worth talking about

Call: 08432 899 118 or visit: www.ideas4adis.co.uk

L of a way 2 Pass - Instructors Suite
This comprehensive videos will enable your pupils to eliminate numerous  

negative emotions that inhibit learning, including fear, panic, 

embarrassment, frustration and replace with confidence, and increased self 

esteem.  The techniques are so effective, you’ll find yourself using them for 

your own Check Tests!  Advice from an expert will help you to combat the 

issues that dyslexic and dyspraxic learners face when learning to drive.  You 

will learn how to assess your pupils individual Learning Style, so you  

can adapt your teaching style to match their individual needs.  

25% OFFFor a limited time!

Coming Soon
To A Test Centre

The Standards Check !
Near You

Are You Prepared ?

Approved Driving Instructors National Joint Council
www.adinjc.org.uk

Admission by ticket only
To book telephone 0800 8 202 444   /   03 300 100 446

Milton Keynes  17th March  2014
Preston       8th April  2014
Bournemouth  29th April  2014
Birmingham   19th May  2014
Bridgend      9th  June  2014
Slough     30th June  2014

£95   £110
(including lunch, refreshments

& Resource Pack)

ADINJC
Members

Non ADINJC
Members

Full Day
Standards Check

Workshop
Understand the NEW Competencies:
      Lesson Planning
      Risk Management
      Teaching & Learning Strategies
Learn how to:
      Use Client Centred Techniques
      Use Coaching Skills Effectively
      Plan Successful Lessons
Understand the NEW Marking Scheme

http://www.adinjc.org.uk


Waveney Insurance Brokers - 08457 928272
Schemes Suite, Seymour House, 30-34 Muspole Street, Norwich, NR3 1DJ

Waveney Insurance Brokers is a trading name of Waveney Group Schemes Ltd. Registered in England Number 03251997. Registered address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 731/C62/AD/08.13/WVY
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m Driving tuition 
insurance that 
ticks all the boxes

Cover available for:
•	 ADIs/PDIs aged 21+
•	 Off road tuition for pupil drivers
•	 Guaranteed or Protected bonus
•	 Comprehensive corporate driver training

•	 Unlimited use of a dual controlled 
     car following a claim (terms and conditions apply)

Specialist policies for:
•	 Fleets of driving school vehicles
      (5 or more vehicles required)
•	 Fleets of dual controlled vehicles leased 
     out to driving instructors
•	 DSA Part 2, Part 3, ADI check test cover
•	 UK/EU breakdown and recovery cover

http://www.driving-school-insurance.com
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National Association Steering Group
Following on from a meeting of NASG (National Associations Steering Group) in late December we sent the 
following letter to Mark Magee the Registrar

Dear Mark, 

We have met as the National Associations Steering Group this week and have the following formal feedback (and 
proposals) to make on key aspects of the new Standards Check.

Introduction of a new grading system

Following on from your request for the National Associations to consider options for a new grading system, as part 
of the new Standards Check, the steering group has held discussions and proposes the following:

Research amongst ADIs suggest that there is support for a form of grading system to differentiate performance, 
other than just a pure pass/fail assessment and although we should note that some associations have a number of 
members who would still prefer a pass/fail scenario and no grade descriptors, the steering group has consensually 
agreed to support the proposal to have some form of grading system (the opinions of members via several surveys 
within the groups’ were taken in formulating our response). The preference for grades awarded is yet to be wholly 
agreed, however, at the moment it seems that pass, merit and distinction may be favoured. 

The view of the National Associations Steering Group is that continuing with descriptors would allow ADIs to 
self-reflect and strive to achieve enhanced performance, and would also allow for the higher performing ADIs 
to differentiate themselves to pupils in their marketing. To reiterate however, the disclosure of the grade and/
or numerical score achieved would be strictly at the ADI’s discretion and the DSA would be restricted to simply 
confirming a pass or fail to any third party. 

We are aware of the short timescales to implement such a system, given the publication of the guidelines for ADIs is 
due in January, however, we would like more time to gain further feedback from our memberships before our group 
make any final decisions on the descriptors in early January. By adopting a system which is not entirely dissimilar to 
the current one, this could be easily designed and put in operation and we would welcome further discussion with 
DVSA on this matter, and place ourselves at your disposal for consultation on actual implementation, decisions on 
any final system etc.

The removal of Role Play within the Standards Check

The Steering Group would strongly urge DVSA to reconsider the decision to completely disallow role play in the new 
check. As a transitional measure (and to further enhance initial acceptance and engagement with the process) we 
would recommend that role play is permissible up until such a time as online booking is introduced for Standards 
Checks.

There is the likelihood that in the early adoption phase of the new check considerable costs will be incurred, both 
by the DSA and the instructor, on checks booked manually that cannot be moved (because an instructor cannot 
present a live pupil on the issued date) or if a slot is cancelled when pupils notify they will not be able to attend (at 
short notice) or do not present on the day. A manual, postal based system makes little allowance on either side for 
last minute changes, notification and rebooking, and little allowance for ADIs who simply cannot find a live pupil 
for the narrow time slots allocated. Having an online booking system for Standards Check, where the ADI can view 
real time availability online will help them to organise live pupils in a timely manner, resulting in a greater chance 
of presenting a live pupil, avoiding last minute cancellations and reducing the risk of no-shows on the day. This will 

Hitachi Capital Driving Instructor Solutions

www.hcdis.co.uk
Follow us on:

Get a quote for any car on any term for any miles.

Call our team on 01162 986104

HITACHI_new_year_ad-2014_A4.indd   1 07/01/2014   11:25

Continues on page 7

http://www.hcdic.co.uk
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Sign me up!

Contact Telephone No
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*We will NOT forward your details on to anyone else, for any reason. As well as your printed
magazine, you will also receive our monthly email newsletter with the latest special offers
and competition details.

Cheque number:

Cheque: Please make cheques payable to adiNEWS for £15

OR pay via Credit/Debit Card: 
Visa        Mastercard        Switch/Maestro        Other
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Security Code Expiry Date:
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#

ALTERNATIVELY PHONE 01273 573869 OR POST TO
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National Association Steering Group

save ongoing costs and create greater long term efficiency, as well as enhanced customer service and will allow ADIs 
and the DVSA to be slightly more client centred about Standards Checks. 

Though we acknowledge there is a system build and implementation cost we assume in an organisation that is 
digital by default, this is already in train or included in any forward planning for the DVSA’s ICT needs. Until such a 
system is implemented, we would propose that ADIs have the option of presenting with a live pupil or requesting  
role play. 

Compensation of ADIs for no-show Examiners

We would request that the Registrar consider issuing compensatory fees to ADIs who attend for a Standards Check 
yet their Examiner does not present, and where no reasonable notice is given for non-attendance/availability of 
an Examiner. This system is already in place for driving test candidates and we would recommend that ADIs are 
treated similarly in this respect. We would recommend that somewhere in the region of an average two hour lesson 
cost be the rate at which this compensation is paid. The vast majority of ADIs do not charge their customer for this 
time in view of the additional non training time they incur while the instructor meets the examiner and is debriefed 
afterwards and then subsequently is not able to charge the pupil simply because the examiner didn’t turn up.

There are several other areas of the Standards Check that we will send feedback to you on for consideration. 
However, we considered the above three items to be the immediate priorities, given they will impact implementation 
and communications from January onwards. 

We would be grateful for your consideration of the above and your feedback.

What’s your view? 
Thank you to the ADIs and our association groups who have already let us know their views. We 
welcome any more on Grading Structure and the removal of role play. Email secretary@adinjc.org.uk

WARRANTY 100,000 MILE

Offers end 1st April 2014, to fi nd out more visit: www.partnersprogramme.co.uk,
call 0844 875 2448 or visit your Vauxhall Retailer.

Offi cial Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption fi gures mpg (litres/100km) and CO2 
emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 
(10.3) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 85.6 (3.3). CO2 emissions: 373 - 88g/km.# 
Available on selected models, at participating Retailers. Finance subject to status. Terms and Conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. 
Finance supplied by Vauxhall Finance, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. Offer will apply to Vauxhall Partners only. **Vauxhall Deposit Contributions 
vary and exclude certain models. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/offers or contact your local Vauxhall Retailer for details. For Partners Terms 
and Conditions go to partnersprogramme.co.uk/legal-notice-and-privacy-policy. #Offi cial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison 
purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. ◊Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty 
covers lifetime ownership of fi rst registered keeper, 100,000 mile limit. Terms and Conditions apply. Offer available on orders or registrations 
before 1 April 2014. Correct at time of going to print 07/01/2014.

www.partnersprogramme.co.uk LOGIN: DRIVING

www.partnersprogramme.co.uk

DRIVING SCHOOL PARTNERS DISCOUNT PLUS

fi nance0%APR
Representative

Choose your car 
Select a new Vauxhall.

1 Choose your deposit 
Any deposit. We’ll give at least 
£500 to get you started.**

2

Choose your term
From 24 to 60 months.

3 Vauxhall Lifetime warranty
Lifetime 100,000 mile warranty. 
First registered owner.

PLUS

Continued from  
page 5

http://www.partnersprogramme.co.uk
http://www.theorytestpro.co.uk
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Sue Duncan - ADINJC 
General Secretary

Coffee on arrival from 09:30 and at 11:30 break

1. Meeting opened by the Chairman – Lynne Barrie

2. Attendance register and apologies for absence

3. Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 30 November 2013

4. Matters arising

5. Correspondence

6. Chairman’s report

7. Presentation by MPS Oliver Tayler on road safety initiative ‘The Honest Truth’

8. ‘Road Safety 2014: Creating Safer Roads for All’ – report by Peter Scott on recent event

9. Training – future events

10. Update and discussion on the Standards Check to be introduced April 2014

11. Annual conference October 12th 2014

12. Open forum for members

13. Date and venue of next meeting

14. Meeting closes by 1.30pm

This agenda may be amended by the Chairman before the meeting.

Council Meeting Agenda

Meeting starts 10.00am,

at the Village Hotel, Walsall, West Midlands WS2 8TJ

Saturday 1st March 2014

Coming Soon
To A Test Centre

The Standards Check !
Near You

Are You Prepared ?

Approved Driving Instructors National Joint Council
www.adinjc.org.uk

Admission by ticket only
To book telephone 0800 8 202 444   /   03 300 100 446

Milton Keynes  17th March  2014
Preston       8th April  2014
Bournemouth  29th April  2014
Birmingham   19th May  2014
Bridgend      9th  June  2014
Slough     30th June  2014

£95   £110
(including lunch, refreshments

& Resource Pack)

ADINJC
Members

Non ADINJC
Members

Full Day
Standards Check

Workshop
Understand the NEW Competencies:
      Lesson Planning
      Risk Management
      Teaching & Learning Strategies
Learn how to:
      Use Client Centred Techniques
      Use Coaching Skills Effectively
      Plan Successful Lessons
Understand the NEW Marking Scheme

http://www.adinjc.org.uk


A Look At 2013 - Just a few things which have happened
We were greeted with the news in the middle of the year that the number of people killed on the roads 
in Great Britain during 2012 was the lowest since records began at 1754. We must however always 
remember that the real measure of success, albeit that we do not want to see people killed, is the 
overall total of people who are injured. There is always likely to be variations between the categorisation 
following a crash from year to year as predicting the outcome once the incident has taken place is 
difficult and so I would be more concerned however much one of the categories drops if the overall 
total went up and of the course media will always go for the gloom doom and despondency rather than 
giving some thought to the overall picture as they did in regard to the 2011 figures when deaths rose 
from the previous year and yet the overall total was still several thousand less .

The Premier Prince Michael Road Safety Award went this year to 
the THINK “Campaign” and I deliberately place “campaign” in 

quotation marks as when it was originally conceived it was 
sold to road safety profession as a branding tool and 

people putting together localised campaigns and 
documents were encouraged to brand with the 

Think Logo in order to create a corporate style 
approach. Very soon afterwards it became a campaign in its own right which was not as we road safety 
professionals at the time believed was the intention. That said it has produced some very good work and 
information for all road users and the teams involved both past and present need to be congratulated. 

The year was dominated to an extent by the promise of a Green Paper into the issues surrounding Young 
Drivers but despite the usual announcements of its coming on such and such a date and then being 
deferred to another date it has still not materialised. In fact an announcement a couple of days ago has 
signed the death nail in this document for the time being and so I reckon now we are unlikely to see 
anything this side of the next election. Many organisations including AIRSO have given some thought 
about its views on certain aspects which we felt were likely to be contained within the paper but we do 
have to remember that when it is finally published, if ever, a Green Paper is more about an expression of 
ideas which need to be developed further once the reactions have been studied. It is therefore a great 
pity that we did not get the opportunity to see the ideas which had been put into the draft even if they 
were not implemented in the current life of this parliament. We must not however lose sight of the fact 
that we are doing much better now in terms of young drivers than we were and our problems are no 
worse than many other countries who have to declare that whilst some of the measures have helped 
they still cite young drivers as one of their key concerns.

Certainly in London, but not at the exclusion of elsewhere, has been on the one hand the continuing 
increase in the number cyclists on the road but with that we have seen an increase in the numbers 
being killed or seriously injured particularly in the capital. Many of these, but not all, have been cyclists 
in collisions with large vehicles and ideas of a lorry ban at peak times have been proposed as one of the 
ways to deal with the problem. As you might well imagine this is not been favoured by those who need 
to gain access for the purposes of delivering goods and services but perhaps some of the safety features 
which apply to large vehicles within the Construction and Use Regulations but are exempt for vehicles 
which need access to building sites and such like might, if introduced, be a way in which some of the 
more serious collisions could be less severe. 

The number of motorcyclists being killed or seriously injured did fall in 2012 although it does remain 
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Road Safety Information Graham Feest AIRSO general secretary 
and ADINJC road safety advisor

ADI National Joint Council

a high priority in terms of looking for a way in which we can reduce them further. A recent high level 
seminar at the Department for Transport organised by ACPO along with the MCIA were keen to highlight 
that if there were more motorcycles on the road that casualties could well be lower and that perhaps we 
should be encouraging more riders. Certainly there was evidence produced about the reduced travel 
time for all road users during peak periods and some data which confirmed that motorcyclists make far 
fewer claims when a car driver which was always a belief but can now substantiated to some extent. The 
long awaited review of the Motorcycle test came to an end which resulted to the frustration of many in 
no changes being made.

The Government has announced the end of the Tax Disc by the latter part of 2014 
(if they can get their act together by then) and it will be possible to pay the duty 
on a monthly basis whatever that might mean as the detail is yet to follow. I still 
maintain that they should put a bit more tax on fuel so you pay in accordance 
with the amount you use the road which seems all together much fairer as 
would a similar approach to third party insurance which would then ensure 
that the high mileage drivers who are more likely statistically to crash due to 
their exposure would pay a bit more and the young drivers who probably drive 
very much less and yet their insurance premiums are high might well be able to 
manage it far easier. 

In September we saw the end of the first period for CPC when all PCV drivers should have been through 
the system and we will then see the same for LGV drivers come September 2014. There was a little last 
minute panic from those with a PCV licence but this mainly came from the independent licence holders 
rather than those who are employed by large bus and coach operators who had organised their training 
programmes in time to meet the deadline. One would have to predict that as we approach September 
2014 there will be a greater panic from those needing to qualify in order to retain their LGV licence as the 
independent sector is much bigger. Questions are already being asked at EC level about the relevance 
and value of this measure although most people seem to feel that it has some merit in raising the profile 
of the professional driver. 

In the last few years I fancy that the pressure has slipped on those who 
drive for work and the management practices which need to be put into 
place. After a vigorous period of activity which also saw the introduction of 
the Corporate Manslaughter Act, whilst I am pleased that we have not seen 
any prosecutions in this area, the fear which was around prior to and just 
after its introduction gave a great deal of focus in this area which claims 
around one third of those who are killed each year. Insurance companies 
continue to keep the pressure on to an extent but that deals only with 
issues related to claims through bad driving and often it’s the management 
in the background which gives rise to the crashes in the first place. I regret 
that we do need a high profile case to in order to re-focus activity in this 
area. 

AIRSO has continued to be concerned about the overall approach to a legal system which gives out 
sentence based on the outcome of the crash rather than the actual incident itself and also the fact that 
we accept that drivers make mistakes and yet when they do we look to hammer them. Drivers who drink 
drive, speed or fail to wear their seat belts deserve to be penalised for their actions as not only are they 
endangering the lives of others, they are breaking the law. Others however make mistakes and we need 
to be more realistic in the way in which we dispose of such people,

We still wait for the introduction of section 19 of the Road Safety Act of 2006 bringing about the need for 
all those who drive emergency vehicles and who wish to take advantage of the exemption if approved 
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Road Safety Information (cont’d)
Graham Feest

ADINJC road safety advisor

to do so to be trained and authorised. This has now been dragging on from before the passing of the 
Act. All I can say is that it has turned out to be a little more complicated than first anticipated and now a 
group is sitting to determine just who should be eligible for the exemption. Word on the street is that we 
will not see this before the latter part of 2014 and so the wait goes on for something which most people 
consider to be right and proper. 

Young Drivers And Points
The IAM have gathered information which shows that 30,850 male drivers aged 20 or under have up 
to six points on their license, according to data released by the DVLA.  This compares with only 9, 758 
young female drivers with up to six points on their license.

The breakdown by age is:

 3 points 4 points 5 points 6 points

Male  17 837 8 7 358

Female 17 36 0 0 0

Male 18 3,280 78 130 986

Female 18 705 15 25 70

Male 19 7,717 176 296 1,904

Female 19 2,542 47 73 230

Male 20 12,236 166 558 3,113

Female 20 5,229 82 117 587

Driver Improvement In Scotland
The TTC Group has been selected as the provider to run the national diversion courses for motorists in 
Scotland who commit offences of careless and inconsiderate driving.

They will manage and deliver the National Driver Alertness Course (NDAC) for Scotland along with some 
of their existing contracts which aim to “improve road safety by educating drivers instead of prosecuting 
them”. In Scotland the course will be offered to motorists referred by the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service.

Motorcyclists will be offered the RIDE course which is currently running across the rest of the UK and is 
now to be introduced into Scotland.

Ideas4ADIs
Something worth talking about

Quality  •  Professional  •  Value

ORDER ON-LINE OR CALL

08432 899 118

“Since having Mi Witness installed in my tuition vehicle, I have 
been much less anxious about the ever-present danger of another 
motorist colliding with my vehicle, in a desperate attempt to get 
round the learner” - G Watkins DSA ADI

NEW RANGE - Mi-Witness - In Car Cameras
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Road Safety Ireland                

Driving Licence Fiasco
Thousands of drivers are facing delays of up to six weeks to receive driving licences because of so-called 
teething problems at National Driving Licence Service (NDLS) centres. In October this year, the NDLS to 
responsibility for receiving applications for driving licences and learner permits, taking over from local 
authority motor tax offices. However, around 3,000 people who applied in early November to receive a new 
credit-card sized driving licence will have to wait until the first week in January. Learner drivers cannot sit their 
driving tests and those who want to hire a car are unable to do so. Brian Farrell, spokesman for the Road Safety 
Authority (RSA), said the new centres were hit with a higher than expected demand when they opened their 
doors. And, in the first few days after the system came into place, they opted to take several thousand of the 
applications received between November 2 and 12 “offline “in a bid to reduce the pressure on the service. Mr. 
Farrell said this meant the applications were held aside to be put into the system at a later date for processing. 
The RSA is expected to reach its target of issuing a licence to customers between five to eight working days by 
the end of January, Mr. Farrell added. 

Blitz – Drink Drivers
More than 400 people have been arrested for drink-driving since the start of December. Gardai placed a high-
profile checkpoint that included Assistant Garda Commissioner John Twomey along the Dublin quays recently 
to warn motorists of their Christmas Enforcement campaign. Since the campaign began on I December, a total 
of 26, 542 motorists have been breathalysed. Of those, 413people have been caught driving while under the 
influence of alcohol. Another 859 were stopped for driving while a mobile phone and just under 5,000 drivers 
have been caught for speeding. Assistant Commissioner Twomey said he wanted to to send a very strong 
message to all drivers that they should “never ever drink and drive. It’s just not worth it.” He added that the 
Gardai had set up a number of highly publicized checkpoints as part of the Christmas campaign and the aim 
was two-fold, “both to enforce and to educate.”

New RoSPA Chief Examiner
Stuart McMillan a former traffic police officer has been appointed the new RoSPA chief examiner for advanced 
driving and motorcycling. It was Stuart’s love of vehicles and particularly motorcycles that led him to pursue 
his professional career as a police officer, joining West Mercia police in 1979 with an aspiration to move into 
the traffic department. In 1983, he gained his Class 1 Advanced Motorcycle qualification and two years later 
he gained his Class 1 Driver qualification. He transferred to West Mercia Police Driving School in 1990 as a 
Sergeant and driving instructor. He went on to head up driver training until 1998 qualifying as a national VIP 
Driving Instructor along the way. Following promotion to Inspector he spent the next three years based in the 
force control room as Duty Inspector and then worked as a general inspector until 2008 when he retired from 
uniform and joined the police support staff, working mainly in IT. Stuart is married and has two children. We 
wish him well in his new position.

PPs Leader
Co.Clare motorists are the most likely to receive penalty points for dangerous driving. New figures show that 
drivers in the county have an average of 0.28 points – double that of those in County Donegal. The figures 
come amid concerns about the mounting death toll on our roads. Some 177 people have been killed so far this 
year, which is an increase of 25 on the same period in 2013.Figures provided by the Department of Transport 
show that between 2011 and November this year some 684,974 points have been issued to motorists for one 
of 48 offences – including dangerous driving, not wearing a seatbelt, driving a vehicle that’s not roadworthy 
and failing to obey traffic rules. Co. Kerry was one of the lower counties for penalty points issued at 0.17 or 15, 
765 overall. 

Tom Harrington 
More Tolls &Taxes – Highway Robbery?
A report prepared by the Department of Transport says that measures including taxation, tolls and congestion 
charges are needed to make the transport sector less polluting and reduce our dependence on imported 
fossil fuels. But Transport Minister Leo Varadkar said these measures would not be introduced “any time soon” 
and that the report set out how to move from oil and diesel-based transport system to a low-carbon one 
over the next 20 to 30 years. Mr. Varadkar said no new tolling points would be introduced during his term 
of office, but admitted that multi-point tolling could be in place on Dublin’s M50, where a series of tolls are 
installed to discourage its use for short trips. “If more motorists were to move to public transport there isn’t 
the capacity for them so we have to get alternatives in place,” he said. He added “If taxing people out of their 
cars were a solution it would have worked by now because the price of petrol has gone up phenomenally 
in the last couple of years. You need to have the alternatives in place first. You can’t preach to people unless 
those alternatives are in place.” Mr. Varadkar is quoted in the ‘Climate Change Mitigation paper as saying that 
developing a roadmap for the transport sector would be challenging and that “many policies and measures 
such as land use, planning and taxation” were needed to affect change. The paper also says that encouraging 
people out of their cars and onto public transport could also be achieved through the introduction of ‘user 
pays’ charges which include tolls. 

European Union – eCall
EU plans for all new cars to be fitted with automated emergency call devices (eCall) has moved a step closer 
following a vote in the European Parliament’s Transport Committee. The European Transport safety Council 
(ETSC) representing safety campaigners and experts across the EU welcomed the move. Antonio Avenoso, 
Executive Director of ETSC said: “After a serious car crash, every second counts. This system has the potential 
to save many lives because it will enable the emergency services to respond quicker. This technology should 
not be limited to cars; it also needs to be extended to other vehicles, including lorries, busses and ultimately 
motorcycles.” The Transport Committee also called on member states to run awareness campaigns in advance 
of the system’s introduction. The eCall package of legislation also includes requirements for eCall devices to be 
approved under the European type approval system – this will be subject to a vote in the parliament’s Internal 
market Committee on 23 January 2014. Before becoming law, a deal will need to be struck with member state 
transport ministers and approved by the full parliament. 

Doctors: No PP Exemption
Doctors will not be allowed to claim an exemption from penalty points by saying they were on route to a 
medical emergency, Minister for Transport Leo Varadkar said recently. Debating amendments to the Road 
Traffic Bill, Mr. Varadkar said he would be ‘reluctant to create another loophole’ after controversy earlier 
this year relating to the expunging of penalty points. Mr Varadkar doesn’t want the new legislation to be 
controversial like the quashing of the fixed penalty charge. However, first responders and ambulance crews 
will continue to receive waiver. Other amendments to the Bill include harsher penalties – 10 years in prison 
and a fine of up to €20,000 - for those who fail to remain at the scene of a crash. Under existing legislation the 
penalty is €2,000 and up to six months in prison. 

The legislation will also blood tests from drivers left unconscious or incapacitated and taken to hospital, under 
certain conditions, to establish if intoxicants were consumed. The Minister is to amend proposals to reduce to 
six the number of penalty points at which a recently qualified driver can lose their licence. He said this would 
now become seven points. At seven points the new regime allows learner three mistakes.

Biggest Roads Spend
Road projects in Galway have received the biggest allocation in the country of government funding. More than 
€7.3m has been allocated to progress the Gort to Tuam motorway. A further €42m has been earmarked for 
the outer Galway city bypasses with €2.9m sanctioned for the Moycullen bypass. In total, the national Roads 
Authority (NRA) has allocated €23m to the County council and almost €650,000 to the City Council for 2014. 
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VOSA & DSA Merger
The vehicle and Operator Service Agency (VOSA) and the Driving standards Agency (DSA) is to merge into a 
single agency. Alastair Peoples who was a former driving examiner in Northern Ireland will head up the new 
agency. He currently has the two agencies under his remit. One of Alastair’s aims is to see how the new agency 
can collaborate with the ADI industry and to try and improve the standard and caliber of candidates to try and 
get the first time pass rate higher. Others include taking the test closer to customers and upgrading test centre 
facilities. Alastair said, “I’ll be focusing on how we can create something that is bigger than just the sum of its 
parts, and in doing that create a new brand and a new organization that people can really get behind.”

Wiper Blades “Archaic”
Jet fighter technology that fires ultrasonic sound waves over windscreens to keep off rain could end the car 
wiper blades 100 year reign. Supercar maker McLaren is said to have a system that is due to arrive after 2015. 
Professor Paul Wilcox of Bristol University said the vibration would not be visible as it is at “nanometer level”. 
McLaren called the wiper created in 1903 as “archaic”. Its new system may improve fuel efficiency without the 
weight of wiper motors. 

Hungover Drivers
Driving with a hangover is just as dangerous as drunk driving, two new international studies have confirmed. 
Motorists who believe they are fit to drive once the alcohol leaves their system but who are still hungover 
from the night before – are every bit as likely to make the same mistakes as those who are over the limit. The 
study at Utrecht University saw participants consume an average of 10 drinks the night before. No alcohol was 
present in their bloodstream at the time of testing. The motorway test revealed the participants were were 
increasingly weaving and demonstrated an inability to keep attention on the road at the same rate as someone 
with 50mgs of alcohol per 100mls of blood. A separate study, at the University of the West of England, saw 
participants’ drive in stop-start city traffic. They frequently committed simple driving errors of slow reactions 
and dangerously increasing and decreasing speed. 

New Fog Camera
Engineers have developed a camera that costs as little as €350.00 that could make driving in heavy fog as clear 
as on a sunny day. Engineers at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Media Laboratory say it can ‘see’ 
through translucent material such as dense fog. They believe it could be used as a collision-avoidance detector 
for cars where it would help motorists see more clearly in thick fog. One of the people who developed it says it 
is like taking the blur out of a ‘shaky’ photo and making it crisp and clear. 

Nanosecond pulses of light permit the camera to differentiate between light scattered by water droplets in fog 
or heavy rain and light from solid objects such as another car. 

Finglas DTC – ‘Our Promise’
On a recent visit to Finglas Driving Test Centre in Dublin, the following was displayed in the waiting room: 

Welcome to the Finglas Driving Test Centre.

Our Promise “To treat you fairly”

We want your visit to this centre to be a pleasant one. We will treat you with courtesy and respect. In return, we 
ask no more of you.

Comment. I can confirm this. Well done Finglas.  

‘Clocked’ Imports
Buyers are being warned about the dangers of buying ‘clocked’ UK imports after some were discovered to 
have 90,000 miles knocked off their true figure. Warning to potential buyers has been made before, but 
these are timely in advance of people considering buying in the New Year. The latest to raise the alert is the 
new Applus+car History Check service, after it was contacted by Independent Motors on a related matter. It 
revealed how it had uncovered that huge 90,000-mile discrepancy in a Volkswagen Passat TDi.The car’s mileage 
had been adjusted from 220,000 miles in December 2012 to 131,000 miles today. In another case, a Honda Jazz 
had a clocked mileage of 79,000 miles last August. However, the history check discovered it had put up 103,000 
by 2007 – more than six years previously. It can be assumed to have put up a lot more mileage since then. It is 
also calculated by the UL Office of Fair Trading that 6pc of cars are clocked each year. An Applus + spokesman 
told Independent Motors that there were good quality vehicles out there for sale but that people should really 
check out the car’s history before parting with a cent.  

Taxis – Ban on Ads, Flags & Slogans 
All advertising and slogans on taxis including tricolours will be banned under new rules from the National 
Transport Authority (NTA). The NTA plans a crackdown on all external advertising on cars and roof signs 
under a major reform of the taxi licensing system. The name of the taxi company, Irish flags, saying the driver 
is full-time or ‘Irish’ and company logos will also be forbidden under a major reform of taxi regulations. Only 
sparse details will be allowed, an NTA spokesman said, adding they were proposals, which are out for public 
consultation until the end of January. The only messaging that’s required is the roof sign and door sign with 
the registration number, and a sign to say if they accept payment by debit or credit card. . Hailo, which allows 
customers to book taxis through a dedicated app, said it would not comment on the proposals but would 
respond when they were finalized. The move to ban the advertising was criticized by the Irish taxi drivers’ 
federation. Spokesman John Usher said that drivers could lose as much as €1,000 a year if the measure was 
introduced.

In Brief …
The Carnage Continues 
182 people were killed on the roads up to 23 December 2013 as opposed to 160 killed up to 23 December 
2012. This is a worrying trend and the RSA has yet to reveal why this upward trend continued throughout 2013. 

Love Your Tyres – Kick Them?
A third of drivers believe that kicking a car tyre will help to reveal if it is properly inflated, a poll has found. 
Nearly a quarter don’t know how to check if a tyre’s thread is legal – despite built in tyre wear indicators. Dodgy 
tyres caused accidents that led to 194 deaths or serious injuries last year. Rory carlin, of Halfords Autocentre, 
advised monthly tyre checks and said: Kicking a tyre will tell you nothing about its roadworthiness”.

‘Affuenza’
A wealthy 16 year old Texan teenager who killed four pedestrians while driving drunk has been sentenced to 
10 years’ probation. Critics are outraged by the defense’s argument that the teenager was a victim of “affluenza” 
– his family’s wealth meant he thought his actions had no consequences. 

Sexual Relations?
A handful of by-laws exist relating to sexual conduct in cars. In Leighton Buzzard, drivers are not allowed to kiss 
on winding roads” (straight ones are fine) while in Bristol you’re free to do what you like in your car – but are 
banned from making love underneath it. 

And finally … I would like to wish all my friends and colleges a  Prosperous and Safe New Year.
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We have all suffered the annoyance of sitting in a traffic jam and with my daily commute of 110 miles 
in both directions, I am no stranger to traffic congestion.  Recently, I ended up “parked” on the A1 for 
about 20 minutes as police cars, ambulances and fire engines flashed by me on the hard shoulder. Two 
things occurred to me. I was thankful I was only delayed and not the reason for the ambulance’s haste 
but I also wondered what the outcome might have been if the hard shoulder had been full of stationary 

traffic. Announcements have been made 
recently about Government plans to use 
some stretches of hard shoulder to help 
alleviate traffic congestion. I sincerely 
hope all aspects of this are being thought 
through!

The news broke recently of the possibility 
of a 60mph speed limit between 
junctions 28 and 35 on the M1 with the 
objective of improving air quality. It has 
provoked quite a lot of reaction from 
bloggers and other users of social media, 
which you can explore if you choose but 
I do wonder if that will just be the cause 
of unnecessary irritation to motorists. 
Please send all comments on a postcode 
addressed to somebody else.

Traffic jams are a worldwide phenomenon and there is an interesting theory that they are a sign of a 
successfully developing economy. The BRIC nations (Brazil, Russia, India and China) have some of the 
world’s worst traffic problems and they are the countries that are developing economically. The growing 
middle classes are able to buy cars and this puts the road infrastructure under pressure. Conversely, 
there is clear evidence that traffic congestion across Europe has eased somewhat as a direct result of the 
recession that the region has been experiencing for several years. The numbers of cars on the road seems 
to directly correlate with the economic fortunes of a country and this is borne out by the events in the 
USA. During 2013, traffic jam incidence grew by over 6% after falling in the two preceding years. Perhaps 
then all an economist needs to do in order to gauge the state of things is measure traffic jams.

Many experts cite Sao Paulo in Brazil as having the worst traffic jams. According to reports from the 
Companhia de Engenharia de Tráfego, the city’s traffic management agency, a new congestion record 
was set on the 15th November, 2013, with 192 miles of cumulative queues around the city during 
the evening rush hour. However, according to the firm MapLink, which tracks congestion from about 
800,000 vehicles using onboard GPS, cumulative queues reached 349 miles during the same period. The 
previous record was set on the 26th July, 2013, with 190 miles of cumulative queues. In 1997, the city 
authorities introduced road space rationing during the weekday rush hours based on the last digit of the 
plate number but despite this there is still severe congestion in this city of around 20 million inhabitants. 
Traffic is growing at a rate of 7.5% per year, with almost 1,000 new cars bought in the city every day. 
Every day, many citizens spend between three up to four hours behind the wheel. 

If you think that sounds grim consider the awful story of what is claimed to be the world’s worst traffic 
jam. Highway 110 in China runs broadly north / south between Outer Mongolia and the Beijing area. In 

Jam Today and Tomorrow Ian McIntosh , CEO,  
RED Driving School

August 2010, traffic began to build up and ultimately lead to one monumental jam. China too as a BRIC 
nation is seeing a huge growth in private car ownership and here was an example of the car numbers 
outgrowing the infrastructure. Then a few more factors came into play. Road works reduced the available 
carriageways by 50% and vehicle breakdowns and accidents added to the disruption. The volume of 
overloaded HGVs was far higher than normal too due to the haulage of coal along the highway by truck 
due to problems with the railways. The result was total gridlock. Some drivers were trapped on the road 
for up to five days! Some averaged less than one mile per day! The traffic was at a standstill for over 60 
miles. A whole new mini-economy was born with cyclists selling such things as noodles and cigarettes 
at vastly inflated prices. Bottle water was selling at ten times the normal retail price. The New York 
Times referred to it as the “Great Chinese Gridlock”. It probably makes problems on the M25 seem like a 
nice Sunday drive in comparison. By the end of August, the congestion had eased in part because the 
authorities had relaxed the rules on HGV’s entering Beijing during the weekends. 

Recently in the media, you may have heard of the new acronym for the latest set of developing nations. 
Mexico, Indonesia, Nigeria and Turkey are being referred to as the MINT economies. They have lots of 
things in common which has led to them being highlighted as the next set of economic powerhouses. 
But one thing they all certainly have in common is horrendous traffic problems in the major cities.  Lagos 
in Nigeria has over 21 million inhabitants and is expected to surpass Cairo as Africa’s largest city any time 
soon. In 1995 there were around 27,000 new vehicle registrations. In 2012, there were approximately 
230,000. Someone advised me that if you are taking a taxi to the airport from Victoria Island, set off the 
day before the flight departs. I think that might have been a slight exaggeration but it was a point well 
made. 

So we might be frustrated by traffic but we can at least be assured that at any moment in time there 
are millions of other people sitting in worse traffic jams and although coffee at our motorway service 
stations is pricey it is not 10 times more than normal. I guess we just have to get used to it or work from 
home (not a bad idea). One thing we could do though is make that traffic jam time productive – we 
could learn Chinese just in case we find ourselves haggling for noodles one day.

David Poole
If you need marketing support take my eBook, I won’t ask a penny from you...

Red Driving School
A FREE guide to the Standards Check is being  
offered by RED Driving School. Register by emailing:  
 guide@reddrivingschool.com  
  to receive it during January.

Two Free E-Books Available This Month
Image: Wikimedia - Sam Kelly

Is the driving school industry losing its pride with low prices and 
discounts seen in nearly all areas across the UK? 

Throughout 2014 I am giving away my marketing eBook worth 
£37 to all driving instructors who want a copy.  
For your copy go to - http://davidpooleandassociates.com
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Young Drivers Schemes

The successful launch of the Driving Instructors Club Essex (DICE) initial Young Drivers Scheme in 
October 2005 was the catalyst for the second scheme which had its inaugural session in February 2013. 

The first scheme was a collaborative effort between the Chelmsford and District Group of Advanced 
Motorists (IAM); the Driving Instructors Club Essex; Essex Police; and Essex County Council.  At its 
inception there were 12 ADIs from DICE and 16 pupils. Over the past 8 years this has grown to 44 ADIs 
and a monthly attendance of around 240 pupils.  Lessons are conducted on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month and each pupil has a 1 hour practical driving session with a qualified ADI from DICE in dual 
controlled cars.  A safe environment to use for driving was negotiated with the owner of a private 
business park and he sees to it that the roads are closed to the public during the relevant Sundays. 

The Police and Essex County Council have been very supportive and see this as an opportunity to talk to 
young drivers and their parents about road safety issues. Each YDS Sunday the Essex Road Safety mobile 
classroom is set up in the car park (where pupils are collected and dropped off by their driving instructor) 
and the youngsters and their parents are encouraged to have talks with Essex County council’s road 
safety officers and the police.

The emphasis throughout is on road safety and attitude education.  Getting 15 and 16 year olds to learn 
car control skills in a safe environment and teaching them how to be safe drivers before they actually go 
out on the public highways is what the Young Drivers Scheme is all about.

Essex County Council certainly appreciate this and were very proactive in helping DICE to set up another 
similar scheme in Chelmsford.  They provided the venue – the Sandon Park and Ride car park that is 
closed to the public on Sundays - and they also provide on the day a mobile classroom manned by their 
road safety officers.  The format is slightly different to the original YDS in so far as the first 15 minutes 
of each pupil’s lesson is spent learning about road safety issues in the classroom and then they have 45 
minutes of practical driving by DICE ADI’s in dual controlled cars. 

Whilst the pupils are having their practical driving lesson their parents are encouraged to attend the 
same classroom session as their son or daughter has just had and many emerge surprised at what 
they’ve learnt! Some of the topics dealt with include mobile phone abuse; drink and drug driving;  
proper use of seat belts; and the effects of speeding. Each month the road safety officer presents a 
different subject.

The fact that the first YDS is entering its 9th year of continuous successful running proves that there is a 
demand and a use for such a facility. January 2014 will see the 2585th pupil attend the Sunday session. 
The second YDS has been operating for less than a year but each month sees more pupils attending and 
the target is to reach 90 pupils per YDS Sunday.

Once pupils have reached the legal age for driving on the public roads they tend to stay with their same 
YDS instructor if possible and anecdotal evidence suggest that these pupils take their driving test sooner 
and are more likely to pass their test first time.  That is not too surprising given that they, and their 
parents, must be well motivated to give up part of their Sunday each month. The support from parents 
and the good attitude from the learner is a recipe for a safe driver.

Driving Instructors Club Essex
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08457 928272

Cover available for:
•	 ADIs/PDIs aged 21+

•	 Off road tuition for pupil drivers

•	 Guaranteed or Protected bonus
•	 Comprehensive corporate driver training

•	 Unlimited use of a dual controlled car following a claim (terms and conditions apply)

Specialist policies for:
•	 Fleets of driving school vehicles 
    (5 or more vehicles required)
•	 Fleets of dual controlled vehicles leased 
    out to driving instructors
•	 DSA Part 2, Part 3, ADI check test cover
•	 UK/EU breakdown and recovery cover

http://www.driving-school-insurance.com
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And Finally…
a quote...

“Look at a day when you are supremely satisfied at the end. It’s not a day when you lounge 
around doing nothing; it’s when you’ve had everything to do, and you’ve done it.” 

Margaret Thatcher

Articles we have sent out via Email this Month
•	 DSA - ADIs: Check and update your contact details

•	 DSA - Extension of Twitter bad weather service

•	 DSA - Reminder about change to motorcycle test vehicle rules

•	 DSA - Reminder about changes for lorry and bus drivers

•	 The Driving Instructors Podcast - Show 66

Member’s Corner

DIPOD - The Driving Instructors Podcast - Released 10th January - 62mins

This year our Christmas/New Year special is made up out of off cuts from the cutting 
room floor. We take a listen to some out-takes from previous shows not aired before - 
hope you will enjoy!

Remember to send us in your comments. Our email address is adi@dipod.co.uk   
and our phone number is 08432 892 556  - You can find the show by clicking www.dipod.co.uk

‘appy new year

Coming soon

Sign up for your free instructor profile now at
www.midrive.com/instructor

miDrive - the all new app for learner drivers.
Available for free on the iPhone

In this show;

• Eye Sight Check

• Instructor Grades

• Looking At Junctions

• Association History

• Automatic & Fog Lights

http://www.passsmart.com
http://www.theorytestpro.co.uk

